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The signal donation of the first periodical essayists to the sub-
stance of the novel was of a group of living and breathing characters
who have become household figuies in the imaginative life of the
English. When The Spectator took over " the censorship of Great
Britain" from among the duties of the deceased Tatlet, it was
decided that the counsels of the imaginary editor, residing at Mi
Buckley's, in Little Britain, should be assisted by a club, meeting
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, who had appointed a committee,
meeting every night.1 Addison having sketched the history
and personality of the editor in the first paper, Steele followed
in the next number with the first rough portrait of the other
members. No doubt it had been settled between the friends
what should be the particular features of these gentlemen, and
what parts they should undertake in the ensuing episodes and
discussions. But with some few lapses from perfect consistency
and even a contradiction or two, Steele and Addison, with the
occasional help of Tickell and Budgell, proceeded in paper after
paper to fill in the outlines and exhibit Sir Roger and his friends
going about their affairs or exchanging views on the things of this
world and the next.2

First in place and honour in this society was the immortal Sir Sir Roger
Roger de Coverley, beyond challenge the most interesting and life-
like semblance of a man that had yet appeared in English fiction.
Steele portrayed him at the outset as a man of brains, one who
thought for himself, and put his ideas in striking phrases. Thus it
is he who presently lets fall the remark that " none but men of
fine parts deserve to be hanged," and from this paradoxical text
discourses with learning and acuteness on the evils of abuse of the
understanding.3 Steele says: " He is a gentleman that is veiy
singular in his behaviour, but his singularities proceed from his
good sense, and are contradictions to the manners of the world
only as he thinks the world is in the wrong." 4 Addison imparted

1 Steele had already had hib club in tbe pages of The Tathr (No. 133, nth
February 1709) It originally consisted oi fifteen members, but these weie
now leduced to a thud of that number, the three most lemarkable being Major
Matchlock, Dick Reptile, and the Bencher

* Addison wrote sixteen of the Coverley papers, Steele seven, Budgell tluee,
and one was by Tickell

3 Spectatori No. 6.

* Ibid., No. a.